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Director Will Attend Day of Film Screening

Michele Midori Fillion of Hurry Up Sister Productions co-wrote, co-produced and directed

the 2017 Zonta’s Day of Film feature, No Job for a Woman. Ms Fillion will attend the

March 4 event and discuss the film following its screening. (Her travel expenses are being

underwritten by Joetta Williams, Mary Benoit and Kathy Hyzer.)

Fillion is a journalist, formerly with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC). She has

produced a variety of short documentaries for radio and television, with a special

commitment to reports that focus on women.

Under a journalism fellowship provided by the Aga Khan Foundation Canada (AKFC), Fillion
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lived and worked in India where she produced two 22-minute documentaries on the rural

development work of organizations funded by AKFC.

During her radio career, Fillion co-hosted a CBC morning current affairs program, for which

she produced in-depth reports on current events, and she co-hosted a Toronto-based arts

interview program. She was also a general-assignment radio reporter.

Fillion holds an MA in Sociology from the University of Toronto and an MA in journalism

from the University of Western Ontario. She is currently based in New York.

Of No Job for a Woman Ms Fillion says, "This subject— women war reporters—has been

my passion for many years since first discovering the incredible life of Dickey Chapelle

while I was in journalism school… There were so many stories that I would have loved to

include in the film and so many other reporters whose work I would also have liked to

highlight, but I was constrained by funding and the parameters of making a contained

60-minute story.”

ZONTA INTERNATIONAL

Be Part of Zonta ACTION
2017 North American Inter-District Meeting

2 - 4 June 2017
Washington, D.C.

Dear Zontians,

Join us at the 2017 North American Inter-District Meeting in the Washington, D.C. area

from 2-4 June 2017 at the four star Hilton McLean Tysons Corner Hotel. The theme of this

year's meeting is "Be Part of Zonta ACTION".

On Friday, 2 June, we will travel to Washington, D.C. by train to advocate for Zonta's
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issues on Capitol Hill. Zontians will meet at the U.S. Capitol, be briefed by a member of the

International Advocacy Committee, then visit a state senator or congressman's office to

advocate for Zonta issues. There will be no cost for the event, but each participant will be

responsible for providing their own transportation and lunch. There is a complimentary

shuttle from the hotel to the Silver Line metro station, which is one mile from the hotel.

Friday evening will include a buffet and roundtable discussions with experts on various

Zonta topics. Saturday will feature a general session, workshops, and lunch and dinner,

both with speakers. There will be more workshops on Sunday morning followed by brunch

and a recap of all the information presented. (See workshop information below.)

International President Sonja Hönig Schough will participate the North American Inter-

District Meeting then hold an International Board Meeting in the hotel following

our meeting.

This is an opportunity for you to meet with state representatives; talk with Zonta

International's leadership; learn new information on advocacy, leadership, membership and

service; spend time with Zontians from all over the United States and Canada, and perhaps

spend a little time shopping at the nearby Tysons Corner Shopping Centers, two of the

major shopping centers of Northern Virginia.

Early registration will begin 1 January and PayPal will be available to accommodate credit

cards on the 2017 NAIDM website. The website, www.northamericanmeeting2017.com, is

online and you can view our comprehensive program, details of our Capitol Hill Day, hotel

information and other NAIDM information.

Early registration, from 1 January to 1 March will be $220.00; standard registration will be

from 2 March to 1 May and will cost $235.00, and late registration begins on 2 May and will

cost $250.00. The registration fee includes the program as well as Friday night appetizers,

Saturday lunch and dinner and Sunday brunch. Hotel rooms will cost $109.00 a night from

31 May - 6 June, giving you a place to stay if you decide to do a little touring of the U.S.

Capitol either before or after the event. The hotel is conveniently located 13 miles from

Washington Dulles airport.

Attend the 2017 North American Inter-District Meeting and be a part of Zonta Action.

Judy Johnston

Chairman, 2017 North American Inter-District Meeting

zonta46@verizon.net

703-476-5039
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ADVOCACY

WHY? WHY NOW?

Many times advocacy seems to be such an out there, ambiguous sort of thing.  As we all

know, Zonta is non- partisan, non-sectarian, so we must pick issues carefully.  Many years

ago many of us picked human trafficking. 

Our advocacy has worked, along with the advocacy of many others.  There is now a

plethora of organizations working to fight trafficking, educate the general population about

trafficking, educate school children about trafficking, and to rescue and restore victims of

trafficking. 

Do you remember the times when you mentioned human trafficking to a friend or a relative

and they returned a blank stare, having no clue what you were talking about?  Now the

terrible secret is out, it is out of the shadows, with a lot of credit going to good advocates

like us.  When you see actors like Ashton Kutcher testify before the U.S. Senate about

human trafficking, most particularly sex trafficking, you get the feeling that the issue has

arrived, so to speak, and we need not worry any more. 

Not so fast.
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Even though we have come a long way, there is an enormous journey ahead.   First, there

is no way in the world that even if every victim was rescued that all of them could feasibly

be rehabilitated; it sometimes takes years of very specialized and expensive care. 

Secondly, think of the masses of children growing up in the U.S. that need to become

educated and informed about human trafficking.  Counting on parents and guardians is

probably not the best idea.  Educators really need to be involved but we all know that is

going to take a lot of very patient advocacy to work through the red tape.  Last fall when I

attended the Southern Colorado Human Trafficking Symposium one expert estimated that

there is some form of human trafficking going on in every high school in the U.S.  That is

very mind blowing, also very believable.    

So no, our advocacy work is not finished.  Become an educated advocate.  There are

simple volunteer opportunities available right here in our area.  If you want more

information, please let me know. 

~ Mary B    

EQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN?

Women celebrate as President Kennedy signs the Equal Pay Act in 1963

Utah political party county vice chair resigned after criticizing study of pay disparity.

Following a Republican Utah State Senator’s bill proposing a study to determine whether

there is a pay gap between men and women in the state, the Wasatch County GOP vice

chair, James Green, wrote a letter published in two newspapers in which he acknowledged
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the pay gap, and defended it.

His letter said that men make more than women because they’re “the primary

breadwinners” of their families, and paying women equally would somehow ruin the makeup

of a traditional family where “the Mother” remains at home raising children.

“If businesses are forced to pay women the same as male earnings, that means they will

have to reduce the pay for the men they employ, simple economics,” Green wrote. “If that

happens, then men will have an even more difficult time earning enough to support their

families, which will mean more Mothers will be forced to leave the home (where they may

prefer to be) to join the workforce to make up the difference.”

And having more women in the workforce would create competition for jobs, “even men’s

jobs,” Green wrote. That will, in turn, lower the pay for all jobs and force “more and more

Mothers” into the workforce, he argued.

That’s “bad for families and thus for all of society,” Green wrote. “It’s a vicious cycle that

only gets worse the more equality of pay is forced upon us. It’s a situation of well-meaning

intentions, but negative unintended consequences.”

The response to Green’s letter was swift and sharp. 

State Rep. Tim Quinn, a Republican who represents Utah’s 54th district, which includes

Wasatch County, denounced the comments and distanced himself from Green, the

Washington Post reported.

“I am shocked and appalled to learn how James Green feels about equal pay for

women,...Of course, the Wasatch County Republican Party and I are for equal pay and

rights for all people,” he said in a statement.

The Utah Women’s Coalition, which supports the bill to study the issue, took to social

media with its criticism of Green’s comments.

“Are we really having this conversation in 2017?” asked a Facebook post sharing the

story.

The coalition’s Stephanie Pitcher told KSTU (Salt Lake City), a Fox News affiliate, that

Green’s remarks were “very disappointing” and that they contradict the federal Fair Labor

Standards Act, as well as anti-discrimination provisions in state law.

Pitcher said Green’s remarks were surprising.   “But the first thing I noticed was a very

open recognition that there is a pay disparity between men and women,” she said.

Two days after the publication of his letter, Green resigned from his party position "after

receiving a wave of criticism," KSTU reported. "He said people were blaming the party for

his personal opinions, so he decided to step down from his role as vice chair."

~ Wendy  
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ZONTA WINGS

The Denver Zonta Wings Fund exists to aid survivors of human trafficking in Denver in

need of emergency transportation and hotel/motel vouchers. The Zonta Club of Denver has

partnered with the statewide Colorado Network to End Human Trafficking (CoNEHT) hotline

to serve as a resource for survivors.

One gap in services to victims of human trafficking is that of transportation and shelter.

Often a recovered victim is in danger of being re-recruited through physical and/or

emotional coercion if she/he remains in the local community. Neither federal agencies (FBI)

or local authorities (human services, police) have funding available to move victims. That’s

where the Denver Zonta Wings Fund comes in to fill this missing link. In conjunction with

CoNEHT, Denver Zonta Wings will meet that need for emergency transportation and

hotel/motel vouchers.

To date the Denver Zonta Wings Fund request from survivors have been:

8/31/2016 - $208.10 used for an airline ticket for $125 from Fort Lauderdale, Florida, to

Denver and baggage fee of $83.10 for a female adult survivor of sex trafficking;

9/11/2016 - $22.75 used for a taxi ride for a female adult survivor of labor trafficking; and

2/9/2017 - $79.70 used for a Yellow Cab ride for a female adult survivor of sex trafficking

to get to the shelter A Woman’s Place in Greeley.

A breakdown of the CoNEHT call numbers for 2016 were:

Total # of Calls: 310 (200 in 2015, significant increase)

Labor: 43

Sex: 141

Minor: 42

Adult: 168

U.S./Domestic: 108

Foreign National: 38

Law Enforcement Requested: 66

Calls from Victim/Survivors: 102 (that's one third of all CoNEHT calls)

Referrals from the National Human Trafficking Resource Center based in

Washington, DC: 40

There were calls from 11 states outside of CO and 3 international locations.

Mary Benoit and I are the Co-Chairs of Denver Zonta Wings. Please reach out to us for

any additional information.

~ Alexis  
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MARCH MEETING

Meeting Details

Date:

Time:

Location:

Advocacy Moment:

Price:

Program:

Thursday, March 9

5:00 p.m.

Fresh Fish Company, 7800 E. Hampden

Kathy Hyzer

Menu prices

Mike McPhee, former Denver Post journalist and author

of Dana Crawford - 50 Years Saving the Soul of a

City, will speak about Dana Crawford’s leadership and

influence on development in the City of Denver

Reservations are essential so the restaurant can set the appropriate number of places.

Please contact Liz Stewart as soon as possible but no later than noon on Monday, March

6, at esavstew@yahoo.com to make reservations for yourself and your guests.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE

Please read Alexis' article about our Zonta Wings project. We hope you will be moved at

the March meeting to make a contribution to the Zonta Wings fund to provide emergency

transportation to safety and hotel/motel vouchers for victims of human trafficking here in

Colorado.

~ Mary  

FUND RAISING COMMITTEE

We are excited about our Day of Film on Saturday.  Thanks to everyone who has

supported our event.  It is not too late if you haven't, we sincerely appreciate your

donations!

~ Kathy    
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

We had a terrific turnout from our club members for the Grant Recipient Awards Dinner on

February 9 at The Bent Noodle!  In addition to representatives from each of the five

fantastic grantee organizations, club members brought nine (wow!) very interesting and

engaging women as guests, which was fantastic.

The Committee mailed out membership packages to over a half dozen prospective new

members last month, and we are very hopeful that we will install at least two or three of

these wonderful women as new members at the May meeting.  We'll update everyone

about new member prospects in the April Smoke Signal.  

Membership would like to organize an outing to the Colorado Symphony for members

and their family members and friends in early May.  The Symphony will perform Bach's  St.

Matthew Passion on Friday, May 5 at 7:30 pm and Sunday, May 7 at 1 p.m.  The

production will include performances by two soloists, the Colorado Children's Chorale, and

the Colorado Symphony Chorus - of which our own Wendy Henry-Moraskie and her

husband Richard are members!  For those who are interested, Wendy has offered   to

purchase tickets at a discount rate.  At the March club meeting, Liz Stewart will provide

more details about ticket prices and poll members about interest in attending on one of

these dates, and the Membership Committee will then coordinate the event and announce

the details in the April Smoke Signal.

~ Liz  

PR COMMITTEE

The PR Committee met on February 16th.  Wendy was successful in getting an

announcement about the Day of Film published in YourHub, and was looking for additional

news outlets to send the press release to.  Julie posted the event on MeetUp, and printed

information cards for the tables at the event.  Judy Mc will get materials to Egan so they

can print programs.  Linda Rhea will send her bio and photo to Judy Mc, so that information

can be included in the program (as Linda is moderating the discussion after the film).

The committee also discussed the club’s need for a new banner.  Wendy volunteered to

donate a stand she currently has, and to do the artwork for the creation of a new banner. 

The Committee will seek approval from the Board for the expenditure.

~ Marian  
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SERVICE COMMITTEE

The Awards dinner was a great success.  It was very interesting and enjoyable for all of us

to meet and interact with our new grant recipients.   The service committee is already

planning service opportunities for the coming year.

The Item of the Month for March will be a cash donation for Zonta Wings.  (Please note

the article included in this month’s Smoke Signal.)

There will be no March service meeting.  The next service meeting will be Monday, April 3,

at Perkins at 6:00 p.m.

~ Nancy  

March Item of the Month

Contributions for Zonta Wings

Bring your checkbook!

NOMINATING COMMITTEE                     

The Nominating Committee presents the following slate of candidates for club officers and

directors for 2017-2018:

President                       Julie Bradley

President-Elect              Marian Lee

Vice President               Mary Lou Edwards

Directors (2017-2019)   Carol Mangold 

                                      Wendy Henry-Moraskie

Continuing Directors      Liz Savage

(2017-2018)                   Mary Benoit 

Treasurer                       Gwen Fornia

Secretary                       Penny Burke?

Nominating Committee    Katie Wienecke

                                       Sheila Davis

                                       Kathy Hyzer

                                       Nikki Headlee

                                       Nancy McWhirter
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President-Elect Julie Bradley moves automatically to be club President and Directors Liz

Savage and Mary Benoit will complete their 2016-2018 terms.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Allen

Mary Lou Edwards

Dottie Jenkins

MINUTES

February 9th, 5:30 PM

Bent Noodle

Call to Order:                                                    Katie Wienecke, President

President Katie Wienecke called the meeting to order at 6:41 PM

Introduction of Guests:

Guests were introduced –

Family Tree – Deb Bittner and Carrie Zwanzig

Dance 2 B Free – Lucy Wallace and Gale Nozal

Gathering Place – Mendy Evans

Danielle Martin

Jordan Greer

Melissa Thompson

Linda McGill

Jeanette Scotlan

Women Veterans- Theresa Blumberg

Sarah Ball

Dawn Bali

Friends of the Haven - Sarah Moss and Bill Winn

Trisha McNerny

Polly Trumbo

Dorothy Wolfe

Advocacy Moment:                                           Judy McNerny

Judy McNerny presented an article from the New York Times about how the airline industry

is training flight attendants and pilots to be aware and report victims of human

trafficking.                     

Approval of Minutes, January 12, 2017          Carin Paupore, Secretary

Minutes were approved as corrected to reflect that Gwen Fornia gave a Treasurer’s

11



report.  She reported that the amount that will go to the club’s endowment fund at Metro

was changed and will be $23,381; that Elaine, our CPA, is working to revise the past three

audits and all of the Hershey statements this year that state an incorrect accumulation of

gains; and that grant checks are being written for our grantees and the annual donation to

ZI from our club is close to $18,000.

Committee Reports:

Service Committee:                                        Presentation of Checks       

Women Veterans of Colorado-$1,700 (accepted by Theresa Blumberg)

Women Veterans of Colorado’s mission focuses on educating and inspiring military women

veterans. The purpose of this project is to redecorate 3 rooms and supply new bed linens,

towels, bedspreads, table lamps, and associated articles for those rooms, which are

located at the Colorado Branch Volunteers of America’s Brandon Center. This center is an

emergency women’s shelter with dedicated beds/rooms specifically for homeless and

at-risk women veterans.

Dance 2B Free-$5,000 (accepted by Lucy Wallace and Gale Nosal)

Dance 2B Free’s mission is to share the healing power of dance with women in prison

nationwide. Specifically, this grant will support Dance 2B Free in refining and further

developing its dance classes and teacher training certification program for women who are

incarcerated at the Denver Women’s Correctional Facility. Look for video sent via e-mail

from Nancy McWhirter.

Friends of the Haven-$7,000 (accepted by Bill Winn and Sara Moss)

The purpose of this grant is to improve the health and wellness of the Haven clients by

helping to fund a smoking cessation program that will be integrated into the substance

abuse treatment program. Will also be encouraged to participate with Colorado Quit Line.

Objective: to offer 100% of clients smoking cessation support and counseling. $2000 for

emergency supply of nicotine patches/gums and $5000 for counseling services.

The Gathering Place-$9,000 (accepted by Mendy Evans)

The Gathering Place is Denver’s only daytime drop-in center for women, children, and

transgender individuals who are experiencing homelessness or poverty. This grant will

support the replacement of aging household grade washers and dryers with commercial

grade machines. Over 480 loads of laundry are done every month, but with this new

equipment, they believe they can double that amount. Over 300 women will use it per

month.

Family Tree-$10,000 (accepted by Deb Bitner and Carrie Zwanzig)

Family Tree provides emergency shelter and services to survivors of domestic violence

and their children. This grant would be used to support the on-site health clinic and help the

survivors pay for prescription drugs for those who left home quickly without the ability to

grab these items for themselves or their children.

Announcements were made International Contributions of $17,888.00

$10,000-Amelia Earhart

$2,629.33-Zisvaw

$2,629.33-Jane M. Klausman

$2,629.33-Service

 50/50 Drawing $64.00 to ZCD and Wendy Henry Moraskie
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Fundraising Committee  - Kathy Heyzer

The Zonta Day of Film is on March 4, 2017.  As of the meeting, only 1/3 of tickets were

sold.  Zonta members were encouraged to invite individuals and businesses that they know

to join day of film through sponsorship or attendance.

The funds raised last year contributed to a grant for Family Tree. $30.00 of each ticket is

tax deductible.  Serendipity Catering will be providing the delicious food.  The event will be

held at the Tivoli again this year. 

The film is No Job for Women.  The director of the film, Michelle Midori Fillion, will be

attending and will be flying in from New York .  The film is narrated by Julianna Margulies. 

Need 200 people to attend the event this year.   Kate Linscott requested additional

volunteers and people to support taking tickets at the door.

Nikki Headlee reminded everyone that sponsorships are essential to the success of the

event.   Members should consider reaching out to businesses that they frequent to

consider donating.  Evie Ashmore will send a letter on your behalf providing details of

sponsorship.  This is the largest club fundraiser of the year – all members are encouraged

to attend. 

The event includes validated parking in the garage only.

Old business:                                                    Metro Scholarship, Nikki Headlee

Nikki Headlee discussed the Metro Scholarship that Zonta provides through the Hershey

Charitable Trust.  A generous former Zonta Club of Denver member left money to the club

many years ago to be used for a Zontian with a monetary need.  Not many Zonta members

in financial need were requesting the funds and the IRS wasn’t going to allow the funds to

remain in tax exempt status.   The club obtained a court order so now the funds can be

used for a Zonta member in need from Area 3 or Colorado clubs, or can be used for the

Metro Scholarship.  The Metro fund is now over $100,000.00.  The scholarship is awarded

to single mothers attending the University.  Metro Denver is willing to have a breakfast for

our club and have them meet their scholarship recipients. The breakfast starts at 7:30 AM. 

Nikki Headlee called for a vote on all those who wanted to attend a breakfast and 21

members said they would attend.  No one voted to have the scholarship winners attend the

Zonta Meeting.

New Business:                                                   Birthday recognition

Kate Linscott was recognized for a February birthday and being a member for 31

years

Nikki Headlee was recognized with a corrected certificate from the January meeting

for 31 years of service

Barb Pellegren was recognized with a corrected certificate from the January meeting

for 31 years of service
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Carin Paupore- recognized for outstanding service as Secretary and best wishes for

her future endeavors in Panama

Judy McNerny moved to approve Penny Burke as Secretary to replace Carin Paupore. 

Carin seconded the motion.  The motion passed

unanimously.  

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at approximately 8 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Penny Burke, Secretary

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Dear Denver Zontians,

Happy International Women’s Day!!!  This year’s theme is Be Bold For Change and

challenges that “Each one of us - with women, men and non-binary people joining forces -

can be a leader within our own spheres of influence by taking bold pragmatic action to

accelerate gender parity. Through purposeful collaboration, we can help women advance

and unleash the limitless potential offered to economies the world over.”  I am very

excited by this because I believe that, as Zontians, we are living this theme daily in our

lives.

I am especially moved by their push for purposeful collaboration. I feel that this is one of

the things that our club does best. Instead of trying to reinvent the wheel each year in

service and advocacy we look for ways to collaborate with other partners who share our

vision of empowerment for women and amplify our voices, together. It is a neat thing to be

part of such an organization.

I also feel like we do a great job at being bold in our goals and mission. It would be enough

for many to simply grant out the money that we do and call it a day. Instead, we seek for

ways we can elevate these programs through actions and words, not just finances. Though

there is still so much work to be done, I feel our club truly is Bold For Change!

~ Katie 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Join us on March 8, 2017 to Celebrate
International Women’s Day

Denver Art Museum
100 W. 14th Ave

Denver, CO 80204

Global Women’s Seminar
9:30am-10:45am

Gala Luncheon
11:30am - 1:30pm

RSVP:
WorldDenver.org or

303-446-4921

For more information click here and, to register, here.
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CALENDAR

March 4 

March 9

March 16

April 3

April 13

May 11

May 19

June 2-4

June 8

Sept 22-24

July 2, 2018

Zonta Day of Film: No Job for a Woman

Buy your tickets ASAP!

Club meeting

5:00 p.m. at Fresh Fish Company, 7800 E. Hampden

Speaker: Author Mike McPhee

Membership Committee meeting

5:30 p.m. at Citron Bistro, 3535 S. Yosemite

Service Committee meeting

6:00 p.m. at Perkins, 1995 South Colorado Boulevard

Club meeting

5:00 p.m. at Fresh Fish Company, 7800 E. Hampden

Speaker:  World War II holocaust survivor, Sara Moses

Club meeting

5:00 p.m. at Fresh Fish Company, 7800 E. Hampden

Speaker: service award grantee Dance 2B Free

Garage Sale - start saving stuff now!

North American Inter-District Meeting, Washington D.C.

Details and registration information at

www.northamericanmeeting2017.com

Club meeting

5:00 p.m. at Fresh Fish Company, 7800 E. Hampden;

Speaker:  service award grantee Family Tree

District 12 Conference, Greeley or Ft. Collins - save the

date!

64th Zonta International Convention, Yokohama, Japan

Start saving money now!
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